d as ‘tears wept by the Sun’ and the
#ears of the Moon". These notiong
v became corrupted into dra .
S“bsz?uggo{d and other treasures. ey
gug:;t fanciful and distorted though these
Jncient memories may now be, they unques-
ate back to the time when a severe-

. ably d "
g,or}:aeatzd Earth ran with streams of molten

Pa
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and ma neti
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10
THE RAINS OF DEATH

TR

) Klong ago as 1872, the Challenger oceano-

A graphic expedition, which sailed over

68,000 nautical miles in circumnavigating the

globe, recorded the presence on the world’s

ocean floors of myriads of small, black,
nickel-rich magnetic  spherules having

- diameters in the order of 10-50 microns (u).
- They appeared to be especially abundant in
the deepest basins. The existence of these tiny
ects was repeatedly confirmed in the
e 19405 by the Swedish marine explora-
tion vesse] Albatross, the observations made
rekindling interest in the spherules.
after considering all relevant
both E J Opik* and Kurt Frederick-
independently concluded that the
®5 Were very probably of meteoric

Covering much of the floors of the
o¢an basins is a distinctive deposit
8N usually tinted a rusty brown,
as the red clay. It occupies “...about
km®” and represents a prodigious
“..at an average depth of about
» there would be some 10' tons of
the ocean floors”?, Naturally
clay derives its colour from
and a small amount of
“, and consists of very
ments mixed with coarse silt
originating in

oceans, as well as hydrogenous minerals,
volcanogenic debris and ferromanganese
concretions™, -

Sea-bed clays and muds from the Arctic
are coloured brown due to the presence in
them of enormous quantities of oxidised fer-
ric iron particles, while those from the sea-
floor near the New Siberian Islands, in the
White Sea and the Barents Sea contain a
notably high percentage of manganese
oxide?”. Examining clay samples from the
bottom of the Pacific Ocean, Pettersson dis-
covered that they contained layers of vol-
canic ash and large amounts of nickel arid
radium - two elements almost complet}ei);
absent from sea water. He gbserved trez‘
“nickel is a very rare element in mOfst gd <
trial rocks and continental sed,?ne:\vaterS"m-
alomast frabper’ fromh (:)Cr?ain of the iron
Pettersson attributed the tog"...very heavy
and nickel in these cl_aY\‘;:he conpte past™:
showers of meteorites i

He also added:

ing the av
Assum gdust to be

g for the ra
ap roximate value R Earth can ¥
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from counting the shoot-

value computed 4 estimating their

ing stars (meteors) an
mass.™

areas . the red clays POs”
g;:ﬁg}t’lus unw; high nickel content
rest directly upon geologically very recexg
lavas and basalts, indicating that they’ (arA :
their nickel content) must be younger still.

laces these clays form only thin
wsioetnneeelspor are altogether absent. Thus, con-
sidering all these details in unison, not only
must the supposed meteor shower have been
recent rather than ancient, but its occurrence
must have been sudden, its volume enor-
mous and — in view of the wide distribution
of the clay - its operation global.

This last factor is contrary to the normal
behaviour of the average meteor shower,
even of an exceptionally large one. Meteor
showers inevitably enter the terrestrial

from one quadrant only at any
given time. However, owing to the rotation
of the Earth, most, if not all, parts of the
world’s surface could theoretically receive

, metebmcmamewatwenty—four hour

~ reported””, the concentrations in the Pacific
and .the western Atlantic, east of
el :-Céflma ‘bays, being immediately notic&
&, »ﬁ . ‘

Finally, we must consider more fyj

ferromanganese concretions found irzl glle
red clay. Usually referred to as m e
anganeg

e

nodules, these irregularly-sha :
range in size from t%at ofya galz Ceign Object
lumps up to 3ft (0.9m) in long diamet(?ea to
exist in countless numbers on the Ser’ and
worldwide®'. Like the associated req aibed
the nodules are naturally radiOactiVezszc ays,
at some localities are astonishingly a'band
dant, forming veritable ‘fields’ and un-
ments’. Some ‘fields’ consist of nol;al{&
packed so densely that they totally C(;‘Ves
almost 100% of the sea-floor™. The wj der
distribution of the nodules is patchy, hOWe‘e,r
er. We are told, for example, that in the east:
ern central Pacific Ocean:

..records were taken with bottom-near
television cameras, for hundreds of kilo-
metres. For 5% of the records the sea-floor
was covered to more than 50% by nod-
ules, that is up to 25kg of ore per square
metre. Conversely, 5% of the records
showed the sea-floor free of nodules.
Elsewhere, the cover varied, sometimes
considerably, even over distances of only
50m. The reasons for the patchiness are
not clear...”*

~ The areas richest in nodules occur in the

north-equatorial Pacific region®”. Globally,

 however, it has been estimated that the nod-
~ ules represent between 100 and 200 billion

tonnes of material*. Map S5F shows the
main areas from which they have been

the

: EI’"“hﬂga_nese nodules are rich in CObalZ
kel, copper and other heavy elemffl}ts '
T suggesting to several authorities

_idea that the nodules, which are thou_ght @

through natural chemical accretion ©
and other elements in sea water ;e
‘old. A very slow growth - one esn_’;‘l‘_o !
ests “a few millimetres P& ™
‘most”® — has been postili’
these metal are rare in 5 1 ;.

: % must have passed for t
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ules to have attained their present S12€ by

The fact that the over-
such processes. les OCCUT
whelming majority of these nodule :
on the surface oOr uppermost layers "
the red clay has suggested _to someft1 a
they have formed principally in areas O OV\IIc
sedimentation rates, since “..because O
their slow growth they would. soon bg cov-
ered up in regions of high sediment
su 1 ”260'

I%P(’) yplausible explanation has yet been
advanced to account for the formation of
nodules in such areas. We have already seen,
however, that the twin notions of a great age
and slow deposition rate for the red clays are
apparently erroneous — especially where the
clays overlie geologically young lavas and
basalts — and the inference must be that the
associated nodules are at least as youthful if
not more so. In any case, major geophysical
changes to ocean floors approximately 11,500
years ago (see Part One) clearly nullify the
concept of sea-bed deposits slowly accumu-
lating under generally stable conditions over
very long periods of time, or of a similar slow
growth for the nodules. The abundance and
distribution of the nodules is remarkable, yet
if the sea water below which they lie is
almost devoid of the materials from which
they allegedly form, and if the associated sea-
ﬂoqrs and bottom sediments are indeed geo-
logically youthful®', then the nodules must
have formed under other circumstances.
sicyg;eti l:a‘ll &:se factors are taken into con-

, they suggest that the nodules
have been dumped en masse rather than
accumulati_ng s_lowly. This implies a cosmic
source which, if correct, signifies that they

arrived suddenly and in vast n
v umbers. Wi
:ﬁc:l;thgt several traditional memories oef
at frigl tful event agree that some celestial
object disintegrated into

» » im
ments while in the vicinity oflﬁrletﬁb;l:ofxi

ing it with its remnants. Are these noduyleg
further evidence of that calamity and (con-
sidering their heavy mineral content) of
shattered core material from Tiamat, o
Kingu, or both?

Earth’s apparently ‘recent’ acquisition of
iron-impregnated matter (subsequently accy-
mulated as loess and red clay) and of enor-
mous quantities of metalliferous nodules
certainly calls for exceptional circumstances,
Among other effects, these acquisitions
would have rendered water supplies bitter
and unpalatable. World tradition remembers
just such a ‘recent’” event — the Phaeton
disaster.

As noted previously, world tradition also
links the bitterness of Earth’s waters with a
widespread loss of marine life. Can it be
coincidence, therefore, that together with
other life-forms, pteropods suffered mass
mortality in the eastern Atlantic during the
alleged Weichselian (Wiirmian) phase of the
so-called Ice Age? Today, the remains of
these marine organisms are embedded in
sea-floor sediments stretching from Portugal
to Senegal, a distance of 1,560 miles
(2,500km). These sediments, which have
apparently been washed by red tides several
times, are estimated to have been deposited
sometime between 14,000 and 11,000 years
BP*® - exactly that division of time when the
Phaeton disaster apparently occurred. This
pteropod destruction has been attributed
directly to a sudden increase in sedimenta-
tion resulting from “rapid hydrographic and
climatic changes”*®, both highly prominent
features of the Phaeton event!

It would seem, therefore, that both ferrug-
inous dust and metalliferous nodules Wer
simply further aspects of the tremendous
celestial bombardment responsible for th,e
aforementioned oriented ‘bays’ and ‘1akes:
In short, they were indeed ‘rains of death"
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